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Strasbourg, 2 juillet 2026

Intervention de S.E. M. Gabriel REVEL, Ambassadeur, Représentant permanent de Monaco
aupres du Conseil de I’Europe

Seul le prononcé fait foi.

Madam Chair,

Distinguished Special Envoy of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe on the Situation
of the Children of Ukraine,

Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General on Children and Armed
Conflict,

Special Envoy of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly on Russian Abductions and Deportations
of Ukrainian Children,

Distinguished members of the Consultation Group,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is both an honour and a privilege to address the Consultation Group on the Children of
Ukraine — a body whose work speaks directly to Monaco’s core values: the protection of the
most vulnerable, the defence of human rights, and the unwavering commitment to justice.

We are now over four years into a war that was never justified, and that continues to inflict
immeasurable suffering on the Ukrainian people. Among its most tragic victims are children —
children who have been displaced, separated from their families, deprived of their homes and
their childhoods, and in the gravest of cases, unlawfully deported from their own country.

Monaco has never stood aside. From the very first days following Russia’s invasion on 24
February 2022, Prince Albert II made clear that Monaco’s schools, volunteers and available
resources would be mobilised to welcome, accompany and support displaced and vulnerable
persons.

A dedicated coordination cell was established at the highest level of Government, bringing
together the Interior, Social Affairs, Health and Foreign Affairs departments alongside the
Monegasque Red Cross.

An emergency financial contribution of 150,000 euros was quickly released by the Government,
and Ukrainian children received personalised support in Monaco’s schools, with dedicated
language learning assistance, and full access to the cultural and sports activities available in the
Principality.
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Our civil society also went into action with equal determination. AMADE, the World
Association of Children’s Friends presided over by Princess Caroline, focused its efforts on
emergency assistance for women and children remaining in Ukraine, including support directed
to the maternity ward of the hospital in Mykolaiv, damaged by bombings.

With the support of the Government, Monegasque associations ensured the schooling of
children, medical follow-up and nursery enrolment for newborns, and established a dedicated
support service for families.

Since February 2022, civil society organisations in Monaco have organised regular collections
of food, medicines, hygiene products and essential supplies for civilians and frontline
communities.

More recently, Monaco has further strengthened its engagement by opening an Honorary
Consulate of Ukraine, which coordinates humanitarian aid and assists Ukrainian nationals in
their daily lives, including school enrolments for newly arrived families.

But Monaco’s commitment to Ukraine has never been limited to humanitarian assistance alone.
Indeed, it is rooted in a firm political conviction: international law must be respected.

Hence, Monaco would like to reaffirm its strong commitment to the sovereignty, independence
and territorial integrity of Ukraine, as well as the necessity to ensure that those who bear
responsibility for war crimes must be held accountable.

This conviction led Monaco to join the International Coalition for the Return of Ukrainian
Children, co-chaired by Canada and Ukraine.

By joining this Coalition, Monaco has added its voice to the collective call for Russia to
immediately and unconditionally return the children who have been unlawfully deported or
forcibly transferred — children whose identity is being erased, whose ties to their families and
their homeland are being severed.

Monaco stands fully committed to the Coalition’s ultimate goal: to bring every one of these
children home.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

This conviction is also expressed at the highest institutional level. On 15 May 2026, Monaco
assumed, for the very first time in its history as a member of the Council of Europe, the
Presidency of the Committee of Ministers — a responsibility we will hold until 10 November
2026, guided by the following ambition: "Protecting everyone, through an effective
Organisation, in response to contemporary challenges."

Under our Presidency, support for Ukraine and the strengthening of democratic resilience are
central priorities.

Monaco joined 35 other countries in supporting the establishment of the Special Tribunal for
the Crime of Aggression against Ukraine, tasked with investigating and prosecuting those who
bear the greatest responsibility for this crime.

And at that same session in Chisinau, the Committee of Ministers reaffirmed its determination
to secure the return of Ukrainian children unlawfully deported or forcibly transferred by Russia.
The fate of Ukrainian children — those displaced abroad, those still in Ukraine under bombings,
those subjected to forced transfer and indoctrination — is not a secondary matter. It is central
to the entire accountability and recovery agenda.

Moreover, within the framework of its Presidency, Monaco made a voluntary contribution of
30,000 euros in direct support of the Council of Europe Action Plan for Ukraine "Resilience,
Recovery and Reconstruction 2023-2026."

This Action Plan is precisely the framework under which this Consultation Group operates,
building capacity for psychological support and trauma-informed care, advancing child-
friendly justice, and working to understand and address the impact of conflict on children’s
identity and development.

As the next action plan for Ukraine, entitled "Democratic Security for Ukraine" will soon be
adopted, please note that you can count on Monaco’s renewed support.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

Monaco fully endorses the words of the Special Envoy of the Secretary General: children of
Ukraine need justice, protection, education and mental health support — only then will
Ukraine’s recovery prove truly successful.

Once again, Monaco condemns the unlawful transfers and deportations of Ukrainian children
to the Russian Federation or Belarus, as well as the forced placements and adoptions that

gravely violate their fundamental rights.

As Presidency of the Committee of Ministers, we will continue to ensure that the rights of
Ukrainian children remain at the very centre of our political agenda.

The work of the Consultation Group is indispensable, and Monaco is proud to support it.

I thank you for your attention and remain at your disposal shall you have any questions.



